
  Wren Middle School Sixth Grade Activity Course Descriptions 
 
Art (Semester) 
Student artists will be working on projects to help them develop not only artistic skills, but critical thinking and problem 
solving skills, too! We have a great time learning how to connect art to the world we live in today using a variety of  
different media to create our artwork. We focus on the elements and principles of art through drawing,  
painting,sculpting, photographing, and digital art mediums. We explore art history and are inspired by ancient art all the  
way to modern and contemporary art works!  
 
Band (Yearlong) 
6th Grade Beginning Band Course Description 
6th grade beginning band is a class dedicated to instrumental instruction. Beginning band is a class where students can 
learn and explore basic music skills. All students will have the opportunity learn how to play a band instrument. All  
students will obtain a general understanding of music through a hands on approach in this performance based class.  
Students will gain an appreciation for music of different styles and genres by learning to perform in a friendly and  
well-structured environment. 
 
Chorus 6 (Semester)  
Chorus promotes academic achievement through choral performance, music evaluation, and analysis. Fundamental  
music theory, sight reading/singing, proper vocal production and technique, and exposure to various musical styles are  
some of the core content areas covered in middle school chorus. One public performance each semester is required; as  
public performance is an integral part of chorus. A $20 activity fee will be collected for performance T-shirts and a local  
field trip. Focus, behavior and participation are primary components in grading.  
Chorus provides a positive group experience, with numerous activities for the school and community, as well as SC  
Choral Performance Assessment. In addition, individual performance opportunities are available through Solo and  
Ensemble, All-District Honor Chorus, and ACDA All-State MIddle School Choir. 
 
Computer Lab (Sixth Grade Only) 
In this class students are introduced to Google application such as Docs, Slides and Sheets. Students are given projects 
that allow them to use research skills and explore how to present the data in the appropriate application. During class  
students are required to use the proper hand technique for typing and sit properly at the computer. Once students leave  
my classroom they have been given the tools to use a computer the correct way and how to produce a well-developed  
document through Docs, and present data in Slides and Sheets.  
 
Gateway to Technology (Semester) 
Gateway to Technology is an activity-oriented curriculum designed to introduce students to science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) through project-based learning activities, collaborative groups, and a  
technology-integrated curriculum.   
 
Introduction to Engineering - 6th Grade 
A foundations unit designed to introduce students to engineering, STEM related careers, and the impact these fields of  
study have on our everyday lives.  In this unit students explore basic fundamentals of design, the design process, and 3D  
modeling software and through various hands on projects.  
 
Impact (Semester) 
Impact is an introduction to computer science as a vehicle for problem solving, communication, and personal 

expression.  
Students will explore where computer science exists around them, and how they can engage with it as a tool for  
exploration and expression. Focus will be on problem solving, web development, and animations and games. 
 
 



Web Development: Students are empowered to create and share content on their own web pages. They begin by  
thinking about the role of the web and how it can be used as a medium for creative expression. As students develop 

their  
pages and begin to see themselves as programmers, they are encouraged think critically about the impact of sharing  
information online and how to be more critical consumers of content. They are also introduced to problem solving as it  
relates to programming while they learn valuable skills such as debugging, commenting, and structure of language. At  
the conclusion of the unit, students will have created a personal website they can publish and share. 
 
Animations and Games: Students build on their coding experience as they create images, animations, interactive art,  
and games using code. Starting off with simple shapes and building up to more sophisticated sprite-based games,  
students become familiar with the programming concepts and the design process computer scientists use daily. They  
then learn how these simpler constructs can be combined to create more complex programs. In the final project,  
students develop a personalized, interactive program. Along the way, they practice design, testing, and iteration as they  
come to see that failure and debugging are expected and valuable parts of the programming process.  
  
L.E.A.D (Semester) 
Are you a leader or a follower? In the L.E.A.D. (Lead, Engage, Activate, and Develop), students will have the opportunity  
to begin to realize their untapped leadership potential. This course will focus on group facilitation, public speaking,  
teamwork, and leadership skills.  Course participants will also have the opportunity to lead groups preparing for the 

State  
Junior Beta Convention competitions held in January.  Additionally, students will have the opportunity to plan, lead, and  
implement Beta Service projects. 
Course Requirements: Beta Club Membership OR qualify for Beta Club membership with all As and Bs for all classes.  
Teacher Recommendation Required 
 
Music (Semester) 
General Music will help students understand music and how it relates to the world around them. They will develop basic  
music theory skills and music fundamentals through singing, listening, moving, and playing instruments. They will also  
explore multicultural music, as well as music of different history periods, cultures and genres. All lessons are based on  
the National Standards for Music Education. This course offers an opportunity to develop the basics to appreciate, enjoy,  
and experience a wide variety of musical activities. 
 
Orchestra (Strings) (Yearlong) 
6th Grade Orchestra: 

Beginning and Intermediate (took 5th grade strings) class instruction is offered in violin, viola, cello, and double bass  
instruments.  Intermediate instrumental skills and orchestral techniques are taught through large and small ensembles,  
homogeneous and heterogeneous groupings, and performance activities.  The curriculum is based upon the refinement  
and continuation of instrumental musical skills through ensemble and rehearsal techniques.  Students will perform  
concerts in December, March, and May.   
 
Physical Education (Semester) 
The Physical Education program provides each student with the opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program  
consisting of skill development, lead up games, team sports, physical fitness activities and Fitnessgram testing. The  
students receive instruction in rules, skills, and strategies associated with the different sports as well as learning  
experiences involving physical conditioning activities.  The students will also have opportunities to become involved in 
life-long physical activities through individual sport units.  The Physical Education program promotes the spirit of  
cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly competition.  Within the Physical Education curriculum, a state mandated  
Comprehensive Health unit will be offered.  Curriculum is available for review and parents have the option to opt  
out of this portion of the curriculum. 
 
Release Time (Semester Includes Both Activities) 
This course offers moral and religious instruction in conjunction with the Christian Learning Centers of the Upstate.  
Students participate in a semester long Bible study through Community Bible Church.  Students are required to return a  



permission slip to ride the bus to Community Bible Church.  Only 16 slots are available per semester.    Because  
this course is during both activities for the semester, students are unable to participate in Band or Strings.  
 


